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divide up great fortunes so as to bring the higher
classes of taxable capital within the range of lower
taxation. Moreover, people living abroad, and pos-
sessed of a comfortable fortune, have lost all wish to
enter a country so inhospitable to wealth, even though
it be their own native place."1

1 The political editor of the Revue Suisse character-
ises the law of Vaud on graduated taxation as'" abso-
lutely monstrous." It not only levies an enormous
toll on great fortunes, but it puts every one under a
sort of inquisition, and subjects them to proceedings
which are the negation of liberty and personal inde-
pendence. The citizens, bound hand and foot, are
practically delivered into the hands of commissioners
named by the government or in its employ, and they
are not even able to invoke the protection of the law
courts.                                                . '

The reason that the referendum does not work in
the canton of Vaud is due to the fact that the oppo-
sition is numerically in a hopeless minority. The
Kadical party is supreme in the canton, for out of more
than two hundred members of the Grand Council
the Conservatives can scarcely count sixty, of whom
eighteen come from the town of Lausanne. Under
these conditions, the minority has no interest in
making use of the referendum. For any appeal to
the electoral body to be effective, it is necessary that
those who make the appeal should not be opposed

1 Wnarin, Le Qontribuable, Paris, 1889, pp. 118-19. Also E&volu-
tio$ de la ddmocratie en Suisse, in the Revue des deux Jlfondes, August I,
1891. [See also Lowell, p. 267 and note. In the Revue Socialiste,
1894, pp. 567-88, there is a very interesting article by M. Henri
Majr on " Progressive Taxation in the Canton of Vaud."]